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 There are pressures to adopt sustainable behaviour more so in generating profits and 
benefiting the society to accelerate green efforts through a green framework. The 
overarching goal of the paper is premised through various works of literature, building the 
ecosystem the elements highlighted by most researchers in the field of environmental 
entrepreneurship. The various models reviewed consists of generic incubators and 
entrepreneurship, and societal and environmental factors. Environmental entrepreneurship 
is often used interchangeably with concepts such as green entrepreneurship and 
ecopreneurship which under-researched globally, with non-existent efforts on the 
applicability and modelling of key environmental entrepreneurship within a specific context 
utilising the system dynamics approach. In order to assess the environmental 
entrepreneurship ecosystem, the authors adopted a system dynamic approach to determine 
key variables that enable the development of the system. A literature review was conducted, 
and of the 135 articles reviewed, n=92 peer-reviewed articles met the criteria that the 
researchers set. Some of the results emanating from a systematic review are environmental 
policy, green skills, financial and non-financial support, societal and behavioural factors, 
environmental agility, ethics and governance, and access to markets. The theoretical results 
are simulated using system dynamics modelling. Due to limited research on the above-
mentioned topic, a possible impacting variable (Exogenous variables) was broadened to add 
value to, and have an impact on, the study. Upon reviewing the above-mentioned models, 
the framework emerged signalling elements to be simulated in the system dynamics model, 
which were then theoretically contextualised for the South African context. The theoretical 
virtual system dynamic model forming part of the framework will be tested and validated in 
the next study. The applicability of the theoretical ecosystem to South African context as well 
as future recommendations are provided in the study. 
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1. Introduction  

      This paper is an extension of "Green Entrepreneurship Model 
Utilising the System Dynamics Approach: A Review" presented 
at the IEEM 2019 Conference in Macau [1]. The conference 
proceeding argued that Green entrepreneurship as a technology is 
an area that has not been explored fully, let alone its application 
the system dynamics spectrum. Furthermore, the paper argued 
that empirical scholarly research in entrepreneurship within Green 

industries is at infancy stages in South Africa, and little research 
work has been done. In [2], the author conducted a study focusing 
on green entrepreneurs in the South African context. While [3-5] 
concentrated on the international markets. However, a complete 
ecosystem surrounding environmental entrepreneurship, and 
system dynamics remains a gap under consideration. The existing 
research is centred around a single factor of green 
entrepreneurship [1], [3-5], with less focus on finding possible 
multiple solutions to minimise climatic challenges. In this paper, 
the focus is on environmental entrepreneurship, particularly with 
the aim of contributing to social norms and finding innovative 
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approaches to utilising system dynamics for modelling 
endogenous and exogenous variables of the system. In the current 
paper, the focus of environmental entrepreneurship is within the 
spectrum of key drivers of environmental entrepreneurship, social 
change and behavioural factors. The latter focus is deliberate in 
creating access to services for the community through 
empowerment, development, and awareness, and ultimately 
laying a theoretical foundation on how environmental 
entrepreneurship can be utilised. These efforts may accelerate the 
sustainable development goals as environmental entrepreneurs 
are always expected by societies to be concerned with the 
environmental factors [6]. Some of the literature defined 
environmental entrepreneurship by using phrases such as eco-
entrepreneurship, ecopreneurship, and ecological 
entrepreneurship [7-9].  

Green entrepreneurship and ecopreneurship is minimally 
included in the current paper. This is due to the fact that the 
authors are advocating for the concept of green entrepreneurship, 
ecopreneurship and environmental entrepreneurship to be defined 
and dealt with separately so as to have an impact and foster the 
implementation thereof. It is notable that the latter terms are 
somewhat similar. However, there is a slight difference between 
the concepts, whereby, Green entrepreneurship focuses on 
exploiting markets for profits and saving the planet by leveraging 
green thematic areas [5]; ecopreneurship has a distinctive feature 
of ensuring efficiency and effectiveness [10]; and environmental 
entrepreneurship has a distinctive feature of social, behavioural 
norms to develop and create awareness [11, 12]. Environmental 
entrepreneurship can be defined as the concept of radiating 
adoption of sustainable behaviour and social entrepreneurship, 
whilst benefiting the society [11]. 

The current paper focuses on environmental entrepreneurship 
by contributing of utilising the system dynamics approach to 
understand the behaviour of the system and its interaction with 
sub-systems. A further contribution that the current paper hopes 
to add is to create a theoretical opportunity of the contribution of 
environmental entrepreneurship to accelerate the sustainable 
development goals. The current study illustrates how 
environmental entrepreneurship contributes to sustainable 
development, social and behavioural factors affecting 
environmental entrepreneurship in facilitating access to the 
service, and fostering environmental entrepreneurship as a form 
of social change. Social dynamics and sustainable development 
need to be borne in mind when fully implementing green 
initiatives to support environmental entrepreneurship. 
Environmental entrepreneurship, as a complex phenomenon, 
needs to be viewed from different angles to ensure that solutions 
are gained from multiple sources at the same time. The underlying 
goal of the paper is premised through various works such as 
generic business incubators, environmental factors, and societal 
norms capitalising on social entrepreneurship to build the 
ecosystem. From the various models the authors discovered key 
drivers to environmental entrepreneurship, social and behavioural 
factors as part of the framework. The theoretical ecosystem 
consists of key drivers, social and behavioural factors, as well as 
the theoretical framework contextualised in the South African 
context. The subsequent sections discuss the research questions 
methodology, and future recommendations.  

2. Research questions 

The research questions were identified through the research 
gaps [13] that were identified while reviewing literature and 
where possible research contributions can be made setting future 
research agendas. The research questions are as follows:  

What are the theoretical key drivers enabling environmental 
entrepreneurship as a form of social change? 

What are theoretical social and behavioural factors affecting 
environmental entrepreneurship in facilitating access to the 
service? 

How can theoretical key drivers be applied in formulating a South 
African context framework? 

3. Research Background 

3.1. Environmental entrepreneurship for social change  

Environmental entrepreneurs need to have an agenda of 
creating and formulating sustainable and green products and 
services, and at the same time, meet social, economic and 
environmental objectives [8], [14-16]. It is essential to focus on 
social dynamics and sustainable development by fully 
implementing green initiatives. Goal 5, ‘gender equality’, of the 
sustainable development goals can be fulfilled by promoting 
women in environmental entrepreneurship, and Goal 8, ‘inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all’ [17], can be fulfilled by 
contributing to a better quality of life and serving as a social 
change catalyst. Studies have shown that women are more likely 
to venture into environmental entrepreneurship and are more 
inclined to uplift communities through social entrepreneurship 
[11, 18]. 

 Research or publication on environmental entrepreneurship 
as a contribution to sustainable development goals and its 
interrelatedness or linkages to the system dynamics in the South 
African context is minimal. Environmental challenges are due to 
humans not adopting sustainable efforts [19]. The current authors 
assert that efforts need to be in the form of environmental 
psychology to minimise challenges due to human activity. 
Environmental entrepreneurship focuses heavily on the social 
sphere, transforming communities and the need to adopt agility 
for the viability of environmental entrepreneurship. In most 
instances, environmental entrepreneurship forms the foundation 
of green entrepreneurship by advocating new or innovative ways 
to save the planet with green products and services [20].  

 Worldwide, there is minimal research on women as 
environmental entrepreneurs. In [21], the author holds a strong 
view that developing women in green cooperatives, especially in 
rural areas, may alleviate poverty and promote sustainable rural 
development. This may ultimately contribute to creating green 
jobs [22]. There has been some effort in tracking environmental 
entrepreneurship from the early 1990s [23]. Another social factor 
that has not received much attention is popularising female 
entrepreneurs who embark on environmental entrepreneurship. 
There is lack of research on the female identity in relation to their 
roles as environmental entrepreneurs, which will need to be taken 
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into perspective and how they optimise or create a new identity in 
transitioning into a green economy. In [17], the authors shed some 
light in proving the motive of women embarking in environmental 
entrepreneurship is to uplift the society. 

 The current authors are of the opinion that environmental 
entrepreneurship can assist in accelerating the sustainable 
development goals, particularly goal 1: zero poverty, goal 5: 
gender equality, and goal 8: inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. 

3.2. The innovative contribution of environmental 
entrepreneurship utilising system dynamics modelling 

The innovative contribution of environmental 
entrepreneurship as a social change is in the form of system 
dynamics modelling. The system dynamics approach models the 
key drivers and factors affecting environmental entrepreneurship 
as well as social and behavioural factors that create a new 
perspective of a theoretical entrepreneurship framework. 
Environmental entrepreneurship, as a complex phenomenon, 
needs to be viewed from different angles to ensure that solutions 
are obtained from multiple sources at the same time. System 
dynamics is used to conceptualise the causal loop relationships or 
stocks and flows, with the intention of identifying variables that 
affect the ecosystem feeding into the whole system [24-26]. 
“System dynamics is the combination of theory, method and 
philosophy in analysing the behaviour of the system [26].” 
Furthermore, system dynamics focuses on a feedback loop and 
nonlinear relationships [25]. System dynamics is viewed as the 
process or feedback relationship between different parts to 
understand complexity and behaviour throughout the lifespan, or 
the process of the system [27]. The need to utilise the complex 
system to have holistic thinking serves as a research agenda [28]. 
Therefore, the authors of the current paper further contribute to 
the system dynamics approach or modelling by looking at 
environmental entrepreneurship as a complex factor. 

4. Methodology 

The research methodology followed was in the form of 
systematic review. The rationale for using a systematic review as 
a methodology afforded the authors access to the various 
methodologies and outcomes within the areas of environmental 
entrepreneurship and various societal norms. This enabled the 
researchers to formulate a framework with triangulation of efforts 
from previous researchers. Furthermore, the rationale for 
systematic review is to explore the area under investigation, 
simulate theoretically, the key drivers, social and behavioural 
support factors in quest to create a future research agenda free of 
bias. The systematic review as a methodology was beneficial, 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, which has affected 
the entire world, as interviews or questionnaires would not have 
succeeded during these challenging times. The use of online data 
collection still poses challenges due to social inequalities and the 
majority of people not having access to emails or not being able 
to afford online video platforms in South Africa. The systematic 
review focused on peer-reviewed articles utilising search engines 
such as Google Scholar, Sage (Journal of Entrepreneurship 
Theory and Practice), the Journal of Cleaner Production, Science 
Direct and the Journal of Sustainability. Grey resources such as 

newspapers media alerts were excluded when conducting a 
systematic review. A theoretical review was conducted using a 
literature review of which n=92 sources (peer-reviewed articles) 
out of 135 articles, met the criteria that the researchers set for the 
ecosystem. Duplication of results was removed from the 135 
articles. The current study is qualitative in nature and thematic 
content analysis was used to analyse the results. According to [29], 
the most preferred and effective way to analyse a qualitative study 
is to use thematic content analysis. Content thematic analysis 
attempts to summarise comments into meaningful categories [29]. 
According to [30] content analysis is a general term to analyse 
text. It is the systematic coding pillar used for exploring a large 
amount of textual information to determine trends and patterns 
[30]. Furthermore, content thematic analysis enables the 
researcher to condense a broad and clear description of a factor. 
Themes that have emerged from a review of the literature are 
environmental entrepreneurship (in terms of key drivers and 
support), and social and behavioural factors regarding 
environmental entrepreneurship. The search criteria were 
environmental entrepreneurship, and system dynamic social 
factors regarding environmental entrepreneurship, with a refined 
search from 2010-2020. The software, Vensim, was utilised to 
simulate the virtual abstract system dynamics model. The title, 
introduction, abstract and findings sections were used to select the 
relevant articles and discard other articles. The findings are 
summarised in Table 1. 

5. Findings  

The identification of environmental key drivers was affected 
by conducting an entrepreneurship ecosystem. In order for 
sustainable entrepreneurship to flourish, awareness of 
environmental challenges and how they currently affect the nation 
needs to be set as a research agenda. The literature review and 
themes such as environmental entrepreneurship (in terms of key 
drivers and support), and social and behavioural factors regarding 
environmental entrepreneurship, served as a form of reference. 
The latter enabled the researchers to manipulate the key variables 
or drivers for environmental entrepreneurship to be popularised. 
Environmental entrepreneurship needs to be analysed using small 
and large-scale criteria and weighed up against the weakness and 
strengths in order for individuals to learn from and serve, as best 
practices.  

The themes and summary of the afore-mentioned findings are 
explained in the Table 1. The ecosystem of environmental 
entrepreneurship in this paper comprises of key drivers in a form 
of financial and non-financial support, social and behavioural 
factors as depicted in table 1. 

      The key drivers such as funding, credit, capital financing, 
investing in environmental entrepreneurship, and crowdfunding, 
can be classified under green finance mechanisms in support of 
environmental entrepreneurship with social orientation [9, 29], 
[30-33], [35, 36], [44, 45]. Funding of enterprises or ventures is 
always a challenge, more specifically financing environmental 
entrepreneurship. Green proofing as advocated by [43] gives rise 
to a consultancy option, which the current authors deduce that the 
programme can be utilised to facilitate and manage green change 
dynamics. Some of the pillars supporting environmental 
entrepreneurship are infrastructure, skills and education, funding, 
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(environmental entrepreneurship incubators) products, markets 
affordability and political will [12, 29, 30, 33, 43]. However, the 
latter financial key drivers cannot operate in isolation and 
therefore, may need non-financial support in the form of 
behavioural change. With key drivers illustrated above, the next 
theme leads us to behavioural and social factors to strengthen the 
ecosystem of environmental entrepreneurship 

Table 1: Ecosystem for environmental entrepreneurship 

Key drivers of 
environmental 
entrepreneurship 

Social and 
behavioural 
factors 

Authors’ 
contribution to 
the 
environmental 
entrepreneursh
ip (South 
African 
context) 

Common 
factors 
from 
various 
models 

Strategic support 
mechanism [29] 
 
 

Modelling of 
human behaviour 

Ambassadors or 
society 
representatives 
from various 
cultural groups, 
tribal kings, 
ward 
councillors and 
volunteers 

Strategic 
alliance 

Environmental 
policy [12, 30] 
 

Societal support, 
Alertness, 
motivation, 
Altruism [32] 
 

Curriculum 
review and 
service-learning 

Collaboration, 
wellbeing, 
alliance and 
governance 
 

Tax exemptions and 
tax breaks, financial 
mechanism, cost 
effective products 
and services [31,32] 
 

Crowdfunding, 
impact of social 
norms, 
development 
agencies [35-38] 
 

Memorandum 
of 
understanding, 
exchange 
programmes, 
and 
international 
linkages 

Financial and 
Non-financial 
support 

Access to markets, 
legal support [12; 
30,33,34] 
 

 
Environmental 
psychology 
 
Environmental 
consciousness, 
collective 
Environmental 
entrepreneurship 
and green 
behaviour, 
Pro environmental 
behaviour [39-44] 

Green change 
dynamics 
programme 
 

 Green 
consumer 
behaviour 
and 
adoption 
of green 
behaviour 

       The behavioural and social factors are premised within 
environmental agility innovation, transformation, motivation, 
ecopreneurial management, profiling of environmental 
entrepreneurship, development agencies crowdfunding, 
environmental policy, legal framework business incubators 
commitment and green skills to govern the rights of 
environmental entrepreneurs [28-30], [34-38], [45-54]. More 
entrepreneurs from small scale enterprises are environmentally 
conscious [55].  Literature suggests that in order for desired 
change to take place, social context plays a huge role, drawing 
from the work of [56, 57]. Society can play a huge role in praising 
and supporting environmental innovation, whereas entrepreneurs 
could ensure that they exploit the markets and ensure they offer 
affordable products and services to the communities at large. The 
support from government is needed to contribute to the subsidies 

and waiving of some costs relating to environmental 
entrepreneurship, as part of the key drivers [57,58]. Networks, 
non-governmental stakeholders, financial structural support 
systems, tax exemptions and tax breaks are some of the key 
drivers that can support environmental entrepreneurship [29, 59]. 
The authors are proposing that skills development and human 
capital need to be the cornerstone of accelerating environmental 
entrepreneurship through an environmental entrepreneurship 
talent pipeline. The motives of environmental entrepreneurship 
have been shown that education is a factor. It has been proved that 
if individuals have higher levels of education, they tend to embark 
on environmental entrepreneurship [11]. 

The system dynamics approach is in the form of modelling 
the key drivers and factors affecting environmental 
entrepreneurship as explained above, as well as social and 
behavioural factors creating a new perspective of 
entrepreneurship. The modelling of the afore-mentioned results 
can be depicted using the system dynamics model in Figure 1.  

 
Figure 1: Virtual system dynamics model of environmental entrepreneurship 

The system dynamics model (Figure 1) illustrates the 
importance of the interdependency of multiple variables or factors 
within the environmental entrepreneurship spectrum. The (+) sign 
represents a positive relationship and the (–) sign represents a 
negative relationship. Numbers depict each loop, while delays and 
threats are represented by a red line with two strokes. The system 
dynamics model consists of stocks and flows. Loop number 1 
represents accessibility services that are influenced by career 
guidance, and the stock is represented by environmental 
entrepreneurship education, skills and human capital (loops 3 and 
13). 

Loop 2 represents an order for social and behavioural factors 
to be understood and incorporated for social change; and societies 
can be reached through flesh mobs, door handle signage, 
directories and ambassadors. Empowering youth, women and 
people living with disabilities about how to enter the 
environmental markets, contribute to a social change. Social 
change then may accelerate environmental entrepreneurship. For 
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environmental entrepreneurship to gain momentum, the criteria 
and evaluation system needs to be in place (loop 5).  

Furthermore, contribution to environmental 
entrepreneurship can gain momentum because of the ambassadors, 
environmental entrepreneurship incubators (loop 6) and centres 
such as the National Youth Development Agency, Green Youth 
Indaba, Innovation Hub (loop 15) and emerging environmental 
entrepreneurship non-profit and profit organisations. Additionally, 
business incubators are influenced by financial and non-financial 
mechanisms as exogenous variables.  

Environmental entrepreneurship serves as catalyst and 
contribution to sustainable development positively demarcated by 
loop 8 and loop 7. However, resistance to change and a lack of 
resources causes delays and threats to the ecosystem represented 
by loops 9 and 10. At the same time, there are inputs from the 
environment, which is BBBEE or legislation represented by a 
loop 14, which contribute positively to the environmental 
entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

 Stocks and flows are indicated by number loop 13. 
Currently, this research proposes two stocks namely change 
dynamics and talent pipeline, which are influenced and 
accelerated by environmental entrepreneurship, education and 
skills. At the same time, environmental change dynamics can be 
used to minimise resistance to change. 

6. Discussions of environmental entrepreneurship key 
drivers and social factors 

6.1. Key drivers of environmental entrepreneurship 

Previous research suggests that creating a clientele, market, 
and support for the business are important pillars for a start-up to 
flourish [26]. One important factor that will determine the success 
or failure of a business is customers and customers’ attitudes, 
which is often overlooked. Creation of the market and funding, or 
any support for green entrepreneurship, appears to be taboo and 
an unheard-of practice, therefore, it can be deduced that it needs 
to start with creating awareness, and unpacking human behaviour 
as an action. The process needs to be simplified for communities 
to understand the green economy phenomenon and from there, 
gradually improve to investigating if there is capability to 
optimise resources and opportunities for business gain and profit 
generation and saving the planet for future generations.  

 There is lack of investors which poses challenges and 
threats to the system. Investors in environmental entrepreneurship, 
especially in these sectors, are cautious investors, where 
scepticism and reluctance arise when it comes to investing to 
environmental entrepreneurship enterprises. In [33], the author 
serves to close the gap of financing by introducing crowdfunding. 
Crowdfunding can be explained as the sourcing of funds through 
other mechanisms within the lenses of cultural and social norms 
and creating initiatives online to raise funds and finance. The 
initiatives to enable transition and a green economy are to ensure 
ambassadors or champions in different sectors are available. 
These sectors include the private, public, tertiary, and schooling 
sectors, and are to be included from the planning phase to the 
implementation phase. However, society at large or communities 
are bypassed, and this may add to further challenges and delays in 

the adoption of new behaviour such as the environmental 
entrepreneurship. In order to capitalise on collective efficacy in 
transitioning to a green economy, society, and stakeholders, need 
to form part of the movement. Collective efficacy can be defined 
as a group of people coming together to remedy a challenge (as in 
this instance, the environmental challenges), and have the 
confidence and capabilities to embark on the movement [41]. 

The need for curriculum review and inclusion of 
environmental entrepreneurship in South African basic and higher 
education needs to be considered to ensure the sustainability of 
environmental entrepreneurship. In [43], the author echoes the 
latter idea of curriculum inclusion of environmental 
entrepreneurship in schools. The green skills documentation and 
lessons learnt could be drawn from parts of Europe in regulating 
the economic factor of green skills for the country’s economy [59]. 
The SEED programme is another support mechanism that 
supports sustainability entrepreneurship [60-62]. 

6.2. Societal and behavioural factors 

There is an action of social responsibilities and environmental 
policies to be modified concurrently of which the researchers 
believe that environmental entrepreneurship with the lens of 
system dynamics could be incorporated onto policies to view the 
challenge as a system. A study conducted in Bosnia asserts that 
there is role ambiguity among government stakeholders and 
educational curricula regarding green entrepreneurship [63]. The 
latter argument can then be strengthened, and a clear framework 
provided where relevant stakeholders have stipulated the role and 
support required to accelerate the agency of adoption of 
environmental entrepreneurship.  

6.3. Threats to the environmental entrepreneurship system 

 Through the analysis of literature, there have been efforts to 
investigate green entrepreneurship from international 
perspectives. Researchers then grouped existing literature to 
identify barriers to environmental entrepreneurship. Some of the 
internal barriers were a lack of resources and adequate knowledge, 
poor implementation of policies and strategies, and attitudes and 
an organisational culture that discourage environmental 
management [34]. Furthermore, external barriers that were 
identified were, difficulty in obtaining certification for 
environmental practices and systems, economic uncertainty, a 
lack of legal and institutional frameworks, specialised support and 
networks among small businesses and the creation of green jobs, 
and non-compliance with policies. The lens in regard to level of 
education, support services for incubation, entrepreneurial 
confidence, business climate, job creation, and clientele may be 
the solution to the above-mentioned challenges. 

6.4. Contextualisation to the South African context 

The authors believe that South Africa can implement strong 
coordination in the form of a memorandum of understanding with 
the countries that have developed environmental entrepreneurship. 
This will allow exchange programmes within the SMEs in diverse 
environmental entrepreneurship, particularly targeting Youth, 
Black people, women and people living with disabilities. 
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To broaden this perspective, Broad-based Black Economic 
Empowerment (BBBEE) needs to also include additional lenses 
of facilitating environmental entrepreneurship, and points should 
be allocated in the form of tendering systems in diverse 
environmental entrepreneurship. To promote gender equality, 
goal 5 of the sustainable development goals, environmental 
entrepreneurship can be spearheaded through women 
empowerment and be integrated into the BBBEE codes to ensure 
the economic and social standing of women in the South African 
context. Furthermore, to facilitate the access of services, the scope 
of career guidance can be expanded to include environmental 
entrepreneurship as a transformative process. The authors offer 
recommendations to accelerate access to markets and provide 
social contexts that are to be embedded in environmental 
entrepreneurship. In order to further accelerate access to markets, 
environmental policy needs to specifically stipulate what the 
rights of environmental entrepreneurs are and how they can access 
markets [12, 42]. 

The environmental entrepreneurship pipeline needs to be in 
place and included in policies, that especially target the youth. The 
National Youth Development Agency could spearhead funding 
and include the criteria to promote entrepreneurship in 
environmentally friendly products, services, consulting or 
distribution. The National Youth Development Agency could 
work hand in hand with Green Youth Indaba and an Innovation 
Hub where several youth programmes are housed, to ensure the 
sustainability of entrepreneurship in targeting the youth. 
Environmental change dynamics should be implemented whereby 
green readiness of change and managing fear of the unknown 
within Green initiatives could be developed, and awareness and 
training initiatives with environmental enterprises are instilled 
into society to contribute to the level of confidence in sustainable 
energy enterprise sectors. Green skills can be incorporated into 
the South African Skills Development Act to facilitate an 
initiative regarding green skills training and development. Change 
dynamics programmes such as resistance to change and 
sustainable development goals in a developing country can be 
introduced. The existing change dynamics programmes can be 
used as a foundation to design and implement the ecosystem. The 
South African Skills Development Act could be amended to 
facilitate the initiative of training and development, and the 
keeping of training and development records to aid sustainable 
development goals, and green skills for monitoring of grants and 
incentives.  

7. Future recommendation 

Action is needed with regards to social responsibilities. 
Further action is for environmental policies to incorporate 
environmental entrepreneurship. The authors further contribute 
that in order for environmental challenges to be minimised and 
environmental entrepreneurship to flourish, human behaviour 
needs to be modelled through environmental Psychology in terms 
of social psychology, behaviour, motivation, cultural and gender 
factors, personality traits, and attitudes towards a green economy 
and environmental entrepreneurship. To further aid 
environmental entrepreneurship as a social change, the 
development and focus of research and support needs to be given 
to women. 

8. Conclusions 

The current paper explored various works of literature such 
as key drivers from business incubators, social and behavioural 
factors, environmental entrepreneurship, and building the 
theoretical ecosystem of the elements highlighted by most 
researchers in the field of environmental entrepreneurship. 
Environmental entrepreneurship, as a complex phenomenon, 
needs to be viewed from different angles to ensure that solutions 
are gained from multiple sources at the same time.  

The discovery made during the review of literature is that an 
ecosystem of environmental entrepreneurship can be broadly 
clustered within key drivers (support and accelerators), and social 
and behavioural factors that are contextualised in the South 
African context. The latter broad factors can further be explained 
through the accessibility of services that are influenced by career 
guidance, environmental entrepreneurship education skills and 
human capital. In order for social and behavioural factors to be 
understood and incorporated for social change, societies can be 
reached through flesh mobs, door handle signage, directories and 
ambassadors.  

 The empowerment of youth, women and people living with 
disabilities about how to enter the sphere of environmental 
entrepreneurship needs to be the cornerstone and serve as an 
accelerator to the system. Therefore, environmental 
entrepreneurship serves as catalyst and contributes to sustainable 
development, theoretically. As a way forward, the above 
hypothesis needs to be tested and validated to build a systems 
dynamic model taking foundation from the systematic review 
conducted by the current authors. Furthermore, to try and bridge 
the gap, more interdisciplinary qualifications need to be 
encouraged and a call for industrial psychologists to collaborate 
with experts in the fields of industrial engineering, environmental 
science and economics, about meeting sustainable development 
goals, should be undertaken.  
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